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asserted by the newspapers of the United Irishmen, and it was
taught and believed in every quarter of Ireland, that the secret
oath sworn by every Orangeman was, c I will be true to the
King and Government, and I will exterminate, as far as I am
able, the Catholics of Ireland.'

Whether such a statement was a pure calumny, or whether
any such oath may have been in use among the banditti, who
were wrecking by night the homes of Catholic farmers in
Armagh and in some adjoining counties, it is impossible to say.
The charge was like that which was afterwards brought against
the Catholic insurgents, of designing nothing less than a
massacre of the whole Protestant population. In both cases it-
was essentially false, but in both cases it may have derived some
colour of plausibility from the frantic utterances and the fero-
cious actions of excited fanatics. In the Orange Society, as
.organised by the Ulster gentry, there was no oath even distantly
resembling what was alleged, and the masters of all the Orange
lodges in Ulster had, as we have seen, most emphatically dis-
claimed any wish to persecute the Catholics. But the seed had
been already scattered among an ignorant, credulous, and
suspicions peasantry. The United Irishmen persistently repre-
sented the Orange Society as a society created for the exter-
mination of the Catholics, by men high in rank and office, and
under the direct patronage of the Government, and they were

told this deponent that the Scotch     to be left in. Ireland by the 25th of

had petitioned the Parliament Houses     March. Confraternities of Carmelites

of England that there should not be     are establishing near Dublin by the

a papist left alive in England, Ireland,     priests, and some old silly prophecy

or Scotland; and that some of the     of Columkill is circulated among them,
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notice thereof, writ over unto them     printed an example of the pretended

in Ireland to rise in arms and take     Orange rules, which were fabricated

all the strongholds and forts herein     for the purpose of exciting the pas-

to their hands, or to that effect; and     sions of  the  Catholics.   (Appendix

that they commanding the rebels now     No. xxvi.)   Some curious particulars

expected the fulfilling of Columkill's     about the pretended prophecies that

prophecy, which, as they did construe     were circulated on the eve of the

it, was that the Irish should conquer     rebellion, of 1798, will be found in

Ireland  again,   or   to   that   effect.'     that   interesting  book,   McSkimin's

(Hiokson's Irish Ufawaeres of 1641,     History of the Irish Rebellion in An-
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letter of Cooke to Pelbam (Dec. 23,     Among them were some attributed to

1797):'Reports are propagated among     Thomas the Ehymer, and others of

the lower Catholics, that the Orange-     the   Scotch   Covenanter,   Alexander

men are to rise and murder them.     Peden.
Other reports, that not a Protestant is
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